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which I was able to apply it the presence of fluid might
have been determined beyond reasonable doubt. When
properly checked by test and counter-test the paravertebral
triangle is our finest and apparently our only reliable reagent
for the detection of small amounts of free fluid at the base of
the pleura and also for some estimate as to its quantity.
This method of diagnosis is at the same time by far the
easiest and the most rapid to carry out. It is, therefore,
likely to be regarded in the future not only as important but
as often indispensable.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
WILLIAM EWART.

Curzon-street, Mayfair, W., July 14th, 1907.

THE TSETSE FLY.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-At a time when so much interest is being taken
in the tsetse fly it may be of interest to some of your
readers to make known publicly what I have already men-
tioned to one or two medical friends. About three years
ago (when I was travelling commissioner here) I asked somE
native chiefs if they knevr the fly that did harm to then
cattle. They said they did but that the fly did no damage
unless it had pre2ioecsly bitten a "red" " mon7aey. By this l
think is meant a "yellow monkey, not uncommon out her(
(the natives have no names for different shades of colour af
we have), and I never saw a " red " monkey. I give this fo]
what it is worth, but there was no reason why a monke
should have been mentioned any more than a goat unless thl
natives thought there was some truth in the statement
Westwood (‘‘ Introduction to Study of Insects") mention:
in a footnote that M. Vallot noticed the existence of al

oestrideous larva in a monkey, and possibly it was a zimb
The matter seems worth looking into at any rate.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
J. WINN SAMPSON, F.R.M.S.,

Police Magistrate.
Calabar, South Nigeria, June 14th, 1907.

J. WINN SAMPSON, F.R.M.S.,
Police Magistrate.

THE HAMPSTEAD GENERAL HOSPITAL.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,-In your last issue Mr. A. Craske makes a great deal of
what is obviously an error in the report of my speech. My
assertion was that the income from the invested funds of the
North-West London Hospital was under Z200 a year ; it is
actually &pound;170. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

E. COLLINGWOOD ANDREWS.
Hampstead, N.W., July 16t-h, 1907.

E. COLLINGWOOD ANDREWS.

THE IMAGINATIVE TEMPER IN SCIENCE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET. I

SIRS,-I think homoeopaths will have good reason to

grumble with your article on the Imaginative Temper in
Science" and to comment on the taste and tact of the
writer and also of the Editor in introducing this subject into
a leading article and making statements about it which its
followers will be unable to controvert, not because they
cannot, but because their replies would be boycotted, as this
one will be, by the Editor who places as a motto over one of
his columns "Audi alteram partem." 

"

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
Dewsbury, July 14th, 1907. J. J. G. PRITCHARD.J. J. G. PRITCHARD.

A NIGHT SHELTER FOR WOMEN AND
GIRLS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SrRS,-We beg your courtesy for a little space in your

valuable journal for a special appeal on behalf of a

cheap and decent night shelter for women and girls which
we are anxious to establish in London. The idea is
the outcome of hundreds of sympathetic letters received
since the publication of "The Soul Market" which gave
Mrs. Archibald MacKirdy’s personal experiences among the
poor and outcast. A lady has promised us R1000 if four
other ladies or gentlemen will give or collect like sums.
The plans for the shelter are made on the most economical

and practical lines. It is hoped it will, when built and

equipped, be self-supporting. The charges will be 2d. to 4d.
a night and this refuge will be the means of helping many a

girl and woman back to good citizenship and decent living.
We are favoured with Royal sympathy and our committee
include the following ladies and gentlemen among others :-
The Duchess of St. Albans, Lady Wemyss, Lady Brassey,
Lady Evelyn Moreton, Lady Wright, Mrs. Herbert Gladstone,
Lord Reay, Lord Curzon, Lord Brassey, Lord Strathcona,
Sir W. Wright, Sir Dyce Duckworth, Sir W. S. Gilbert, and
the Rav. Arch. Fleming.

B 
Subscriptions may be sent to Lady Brassey, the treasurer

of the fund, at, 24, Park-lane, London, W.We are, Sirs, yours very truly,
SYBIL DE V. BRASSEY,
OLIVE CHRISTIAN MACKIRDY.

THE REFORM OF THE ROYAL NAVY
MEDICAL SERVICE.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have
just issued an order that naval medical officers are not
to receive fees for evidence at coroner’s inquests or for
performing post-mortem examinations on a coroner’s order,
and that they are to consider this part of their duty
as naval medical officers. I ask you to publish this
letter because I think that this order may have been
issued before their lordships had been sufficiently well
advised upon the matter, and also in order that we

may hear through your valuable columns the opinions
of some of our brothers in the profession. I have always
believed that on taking our diplomas to practise as medical
men and becoming registered we were, partly by power of
the Charter of the Medical Faculty to which we belonged and
partly by right as a registered medical practitioner, entitled
to certain privileges and at the same time bound by certain
restrictions. The right to demand fees from a coroner
I have always looked on as a right conferred by
being a registered medical man. Surely, if one class
of Government officials are to be debarred from receiving
these fees that can only be done by Act of Parliament, which
would alter the coroner’s law, and at the same time surely
it should be made applicable to all paid out of the public
purse, whether Admiralty, War Office, Local Government
Board, or municipal authority.

I regret to say that there is a feeling of uncertainty
in our branch of the profession as to whether you would
care to ventilate our grievances in your valuable journal
owing to pressure from the medical department of the

Admiralty, who are not anxious that candidates for the
Service should be deterred from joining when they read
what is published. As I am sure that you would not close
your valuable journal to any true and sensible grievance I
send you this letter. There is a widespread view,, that it is

I quite time that the suggested reforms by which many
were lately induced to enter the Service should be brought
in as there is a great desire for improvement by many,
not in the direction of pay, rank, or privileges, but
in promotion of efficiency throughout the Service. The

open disapproval shown to men who endeavour to im-

prove their general knowledge by working at bacteriology
has caused much discontent. The present way of distri-
buting hospital appointments which are so few as to
be insufficient to enable every medical officer to obtain
one during his whole career in the Service and which
could so easily be remedied by shortening the term of
office ; and in order to avoid long journeys and expense to
the department in travelling exchanges could be effected
every 12 months with men serving in the port or in the fleet
attached to the station. The present system of employment
of large numbers of medical officers in the home and reserve
fleets which all have reduced crews and most of the home
fleet ships having two medical officers. These fleets, the
home and reserve, have not sufficient work for one man for
three ships. It certainly shows the kindness and generosity
of the Admiralty in keeping the officers on full pay, but I for
one would much rather have efficiency than idleness, as once
appointed to one of these ships one has to remain on board
daily from 9 A.M. to 1.30 and most ships until 3.30, although
there may not be one man sick and there is always one ship
flying a medical guard flag which signifies an officer on board
all day for emergency. There are many who suggest that in
the case of these medical officers they should, after visiting
their ship in order to see the sick, be appointed to the
hospital as medical or surgical registrars in order to keep
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them occupied during the forenoons and provide them with
more material for compilation of their Service journal. Our
large hospitals at home are all undermanned compared with
the fleets and I believe the sole reason is that the hospitals
come under a civil money grant which must be kept down.
The room for improvement is great and it is hoped that

the favour shown to cricketers, footballers, actors, &c., in

obtaining the best billets may soon cease. Lastly, when
will something be done for the unfortunate sick-berth staff,
the worst paid branch in the service, and who are entirely
controlled by the executive and whose training is a farce ?

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
July 13th. SURGEON, R.N.

*** It appears to us that in the case of sailors, marines,
and civil employees of, or connected with, the Navy it would
be manifestly part of the duty of a naval medical officer on
full pay to attend any court of public inquiry at which his
presence is required and make such professional investiga-
tions and examinations as may be necessary and we think
that for this duty his pay and prospective pension is a

retaining fee from the Service. In the case of an officer on

half-pay we consider that the Admiralty has no moral or
legal right to interfere in the matter. Naval medical officers
on full pay are forbidden by the regulations to engage
in private practice of any description, but in the
event of any accident or sudden emergency occurring
in the person of any civilian and in circumstances where
the assistance of a private practitioner is not to be

obtained, a naval medical officer, if summoned, would have a
right to a professional fee. In such cases, which must be

very rare, we cannot believe that the Admiralty has either
the wish or the power to prevent him from receiving the fee
due to him. In our opinion the Admiralty order to which
our correspondent alludes is intended to refer only to duties
connected with persons, whether civil or military, employed
by the Admiralty in some one of its departments, ashore or
afloat. We cannot believe that the naval medical officers
who have done us the honour to read our columns believe
that our prejudices are on the official side, and with some of
the points mentioned by "Surgeon, R.N." we have already
dealt. His whole letter, however, is an interesting, and
important document to which we shall later refer.-ED. L.

SOME TURKISH LAZARETS

AND OTHER SANITARY INSTITUTIONS IN THE
NEAR EAST.

BY THE BRITISH DELEGATE ON THE CONSTANTINOPLE
BOARD OF HEALTH.

(With Reproductions of Photographs taken by the Author.)

XI. 1

YANBO.
Situation and L’)aaraeter of the Ton;n; it is the Port for

lVledina.-Proposal to put up here a Disinfeeting Pavilion.
- Difficulty in finding a Suitable Site.-A Floatigtq
Pavilion Su,7,7ested.-I’he -Water-sitpply of the Town; its
Precarious Character.

THE ports of Yanbo and El Wej are comparatively rarely
visited by Europeans, particularly the latter. The former is,
after Jeddah, the most important of the Hedjaz coast ports,
and will probably always be so, since it occupies much the
same relation to Medina as Jeddah does to Mecca. Its
distance, however, from the corresponding Holy City of
Islam is very much greater than in the case of Jeddah, the
journey from Yanbo to Medina occupying some four or five
days, whereas that from Jeddah to Mecca can be done on a
fast camel in a single night, and rarely takes more than two
days. The actual distances are approximately 130 miles and
45 miles respectively.
1 Nos. I., II., III., IV., V., VI., VII., VIII., IX., and X. were pub-

lished in THE LANCET of April 27th (p. 1188), May 4th (p. 1251), 11th
(p. 1317), and 18th (p. 1389), June 1st (p. 1518), 8th (p. 1607), 22nd
(p. 1741), and 29th (p. 1810), and July 6th (p. 51) and 13th (p. 114), 1907,
respectively.

Yanbo is situated on the northern shore of a small bay. It
is surrounded by desert and has an arid appearance, with
practically no sign of vegetation. Behind, but at a distance
of many miles, rises the fine range of mountains called Jebel-
Radwa, portions of which are as high as 6000 feet above sea
level. The town is not only much smaller but also less
picturesque and attractive than Jeddah ; it has a far less
well-to-do appearance and few of the houses are adorned
with those elaborately carved (and no doubt costly) wooden
windows and balconies that abound in the larger port. At
the moment of my visit there Yanbo was being rapidly
invaded by some 10,000 pilgrims arriving by sea from
Jeddah. The ship I travelled there by, though only of
between 400 and 500 tons, had brought its contingent of over
500 pilgrims and other and larger ships were arriving daily.
Yanbo has the reputation of being a less civilised port than

Jeddah ; the pilgrims there, it was said (in Jeddah), became
more fanatical and less amenable to restraint ; the inhabit.
ants were thought to be less accustomed to the sight of
Europeans, and it was freely said that landing there, or at
El Wej, might involve a certain risk. As a matter of fact,
there is, perhaps, a certain small risk in any of these
pilgrim ports, less though from the pilgrims than from the
native Arabs. The murderous attack made on the foreign
consuls in 1895 (when the British vice-consul was killed, and
the British consul, Russian acting consul, and a member of
the staff of the French consulate were seriously wounded, at
a short distance outside Jeddah) is still fresh in the
memory of those who have to reside in these ports.
That attack was the work of native Arabs and
bore no relation to the pilgrimage. So far as my limited
experience may be allowed to count, there would seem
to be little reason for apprehending danger from the
Hajjis themselves, whether at Jeddah, Yanbo, or El Wej.
At Yanbo the pilgrims were far more occupied in making
arrangements for the start to Medina, in listening open-
mouthed to the chanting recitals of itinerant preachers, or in
taking a final sea-bath before their desert journey began
than in paying any attention to the rare European visitor in
their midst. Fig. 38 shows the first caravan of the season
forming up in the market-place of Yanbo preparatory to
starting for Medina.
The principal object of my visit to this port (in which I

was not accompanied by the other members of the Com-
mission) was the choice of a site for a disinfecting station
which it is proposed to establish here. There is no doubt
that such a station would be a great convenience both
for pilgrims and for pilgrim ships. As stated in an
earlier article, a considerable number of pilgrims from
the north visit Medina before going to Mecca. If
there is any measure of quarantine in force against
their country of origin they are compelled to go to the
Jeddah lazaret to accomplish it. When such measure is
confined (as is frequently the case) to a simple "medical
visit and disinfection " it bears rather hardly on both pilgrims
and ships that they should have to go so far out of their way
before pratique is granted them at Yanbo, and in many in-
stances the pilgrims have taken the law into their own hands
and under threats of violence have compelled the captain of
their ship to go directly to Yanbo. On such occasions they are
landed at Yanbo without undergoing any measures at all.
It is to meet this unsatisfactory state of affairs that the

Constantinople Board of Health has long desired to establish
at Yanbo a disinfecting station, where the pilgrims would
undergo a douche bath and the disinfection of their clothes
and belongings in steam stoves.
The principal obstacle to carrying out this proposal has

been the difficulty in finding a suitable site. One or two
vacant spaces on the sea-shore within the town walls had been
suggested but they were obviously unsuited. It would be im-
possible thoroughly to isolate the building from the rest of
the town were it put up on one of these sites. Another sugges-
tion was to utilise a reef near the middle of the bay which
becomes an island at low tide and is known locally as Hobsa
Island. At high tide this reef is some feet under water.
Finally, and as offering at first sight quite the best position,
the island of Abbasieh had been recommended. This is a
typical coral island rather further from the town than
Hobsa, long, narrow, and crescent-shaped. Its length was
found to be 666 metres and its breadth from 25 to 88 metres.
At its south-eastern end is the tomb of a certain Sheikh
Abbas, from whom the island takes its name. His
tomb has some local reputation as the shrine of a

saint but it is not visited by the pilgrims. Close


